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was out in his ramshackle conveyance. Often he made
as many as twenty speeches a day, and there was no part
of the constituency so remote that he did not visit it.
He was, indeed, determined to win this his first political
battle, and when election day came round, win he did,
to the surprise of his friends and the annoyance of his
adversaries who, before the advent of this surprisingly
energetic young man, had looked upon Duchess County
as their own particular property.

So Franklin Roosevelt became a member of the New
York Senate, and he soon proved that, like his great
namesake Theodore Roosevelt, he was no man's servant,
and that the party bosses could not compel him to any
course of action he thought wrong. From the very start,
indeed, he joined in a battle with members of his own
party. At that time members of the United States
Senate were chosen by the various State governments
and not by the direct vote of the people, and the Demo-
cratic bosses of New York State had decided to send
a lawyer named Sheehan as their representative to
Washington. For various reasons Roosevelt thought
this man unfitted for the position, and vigorously
opposed his election. Thereupon followed a long
political battle with all the power of the party machine
ranged against Roosevelt and his supporters. But the
young politician refused to give way, and his opponents
were to discover for the first time what a fighter he was,
and in the end Roosevelt and his fiiends won, and
another candidate was nominated. This success made
Franklin Roosevelt famous in New York State, and
respected by all those who favoured honest government.